(2)Genbegawa, Genbe river,or agricultural irrigation canal flows through the middle of Mishima City, that
spreads out on the foot of Mt. Fuji. And the source of the canal is spring of this mountain. The picture of lower

right is Kohamaike pond, the beginning of this canal.
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(3)This is the map of Mishima city a few hundred years ago. Mishima was popular sightseeing spot at that era
already as one of the postal town of Tokaido, the most important road that had connected Tokyo and Kyoto. It
was also famous for Mishima shrine.

Its population and demand of food increased soon, so they decided to excavate the Genbe River to
expand rice paddy fields and crops. Waterways were later built around the city like a mesh and Mishima
became a charming city from the spring water.
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When the Genbe River was excavated 400 years ago, the upstream area of the river was widened in order to
increase the original low temperature of the spring water. Flow channels were also constructed meandering from
one spring to another at high altitudes so as to prevent the muddy water from flowing into the river during raining.
This natural waterway was easy to maintain and manage, and this is thought to be the reason why the river has

continued to flow for so many centuries.
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(4)Genbe River was constructed in between late 15th century to early 16th century, the era ruled by
SAMURAI, by an influential figure Genbe TERAO The region along the river was called “Nakazato” and waters
from the Genbe River were drawn to irrigate and grow the rice paddy fields.
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Throughout the Edo period (from 17th to 19th century), the locals battled for the water supply continually until a
water union was established by the 13 villages in the Nakazato area at the end of the 19th century to fairly
distribute water supply. At the same time, a water management system governed by a council of regional
communities was also established.
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(5)After the World War 2, a public institution called the “Nakazato Water Union” was founded, and its name
subsequently changed to “Nakazato Water Land Improvement District”. The district was responsible for the
maintenance and management of the river ever since then. Even it has been 400 years since the river canal
was excavated; residents are still enjoying a stable supply of irrigation water for agricultural use only from the
Genbe River.



Wk, MATE TP IS (AR X, D, TSI 0D A » T o AR O EL AR
S TEE LI, BISEAD 400 4ERHA7 TS, ANOBEIIRE Ui ABHE 221, Bk L LTI
A5 D7 T A R TE LTH 0 £,

(6)The watershed residents have been using the river for domestic purposes such as drinking or laundry.
However, after the 1964 Tokyo Olympics, the upstream area of the river underwent industrialization and
groundwater was pumped up, leading to a decrease in the amount of spring water. (8)
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(7)In addition, the urbanization of cities was accompanied with domestic effluent and trash that were

discharged and dumped into the river. The state of the river deteriorated to such an extent that in 1985, they
considered to construct concrete river culverts.(8)
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(9)From the 1990s onwards, the Mishima residents decided to take action. In order to restore the asset of
Mishima, the City of Water, the citizens, NPO, government and companies came together to establish
Groundwork Mishima to improve the environment. Since then, over 200 discussions in a period of three years
were held before they finally came up with a plan to turn cotaminated Genbe River into a water park.
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(10)The river environment improvement works were mainly conducted by the people who had special
knowledge each.
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(11)Construction method by Groundwork Mishima that was paying attention to life’s diversity has transformed
the Genbe River into a clear stream where fireflies, dragonflies, and kingfishers abound. (12)
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(14)Mishima-baikamo, aqua plant in red list was once about to be extinct. Through the effort of people, they
were planted in this river and now this waterweed with beautiful white flowers dancing on the surface of water

is on the way of recovering the mass.
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(15)The Genbe River of today has been restored to the river that is supposed to be. In order to carry on
this value and tradition, Groundwork Mishima and the locals have started and continued many activities

to preserve the river environment, and will. For example, more than 2,000 children visit this area every

year to learn more about this river.
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(16)The Genbe River has a history of over 400 years as an irrigation canal. Its natural waterside beauty,
cultural and historical importance embrace the outstanding and universal values common to all human beings.
The Genbe River is therefore a treasure of Mishima, the “City of Water” and worthy to be included into the

“World Water System Heritage ” as a treasure of the world.
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