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Heritage Irrigation Structure
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Original View of Mishima, “The City of Water”
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The River Genbe, Genbegawa, flows 1.5 km through Mishima,
“The City of Water”. Its source is in Rakujuen Park, where water
which has flowed underground from the slopes of Mount Fuiji bubbles
up.

For hundreds of years, houses along the Genbegawa had their
own kawabata, river bank, allowing them access to the river. House-
wives used these kawabata when they washed their clothes and
dishes. Communal kawabata allowed locals to do their chores
while chatting and enhanced the sense of community. The River
Genbe was the heart and soul of the community.

In summertime, locals floated small tin boats loaded with fruits
and vegetables on the river, the cold water working as a natural
refrigerator. The river and its banks were also a playground for the
local children. They enjoyed swimming and fishing in the crisp and
clear Mt. Fuji water.
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The river became neglected and polluted
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Environmental deterioration of the Genbegawa became noticeable
when economic activities intensified at the foot of Mt. Fuji, particularly
from the 1960s. Factories began pumping the groundwater which
previously fed the river and the once healthy and vibrant river began
suffering a major decrease in water volume.

The river started to become stagnant. Its ecology suffered and
it became unattractive. Aggravating this, people began dumping their
garbage and even discharging their sewage into the once great
symbol of their community.

The Genbegawa was neglected for more than 25 years.
Environmental pollution became so severe that locals couldn’t even
devise a feasible way to approach the problem. In 1983, plans to
cover up and build over the river were discussed as a solution.
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The Revitalization of the Genbegawa
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Groundwork Mishima was founded in 1992 with the aim of
revitalizing the local landscape and ecosystem which were so vital
to the community and vibrant in history and tradition. The group
became a coordinator of local volunteer, public, and private sectors.
Cooperation and partnerships were fostered to solve some of the
environmental and social challenges facing the city.

Since the implementation, programs and activities designed to
promote biodiversity and enhance the locals’ participation have been
the hallmark of Groundwork Mishima. Endangered species such as
the Japanese eight-barbel loach, a fresh-water fish, and Mishima
Baikamo, a white-flowered plant which grows in fast-flowing, clean
water, have been given a second chance and Geniji Fireflies have also
returned to the river.
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The Genbegawa was recognized as a World Heritage Site
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The Genbegawa was registered as a Heritage Irrigation Structure
by the International Commission on Irrigation and Drainage on November
8th, 2016. The value of the history of more than 400 years’ service
to irrigate Nakazato district, the system of maintenance and the
broad partnership within the community combined with the exercise
of reviving the waterfront environment led to this recognition.

Mishima City Council, Nakazato Canal District and Groundwork
Mishima cooperated together to ensure the Genbegawa received
this important honour.

S | =BT
Bk MR
NPOEA ISDY RO—U=8

B NPOEA IOV RD—U=R
http://www.gwmishima.jp/




